
Year 1 Newsletter – Spring Term 1 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers: 
 
Firstly, we would like to wish you a very happy new year! We hope that you all had a 
lovely break. 
 
Key information: 
 

• Spelling tests will remain on Monday. Some spellings may be a repeat of last 
term’s (particularly the ‘tricky words’) as we feel that children need to keep 
practising.  

• Please keep sending your child to school with their reading book and reading 
record every day. We will change their books weekly.  

• Swimming will still take place on Wednesday afternoons. Please ensure children 
have their swimming costume and swimming hats on Wednesdays.  

• PE lessons will continue to be on a Friday morning. Children can wear their PE kit 
on this day.  

 
The following is an overview of what your child will be taught in the first half of the 
spring term. Please do have a look on the website at our chronology for further detail. 
 
Our big question this term is ‘What does it mean when things change?’ We will be 
making links to this throughout all of our teaching when appropriate.   
 
In English, we will begin by reading ‘A House That Once Was’ by Julie Fogliano. This links 
to our history topic. We will be reading this book as a whole class, making predictions, 
using our inference skills to imagine who might have lived in the house and writing a 
diary in role as one of the main characters. We are looking at the rules for adding 
plurals, and will write our own version of the story. Our other core texts will be ‘The 
Three Little Pigs’ where we will do lots of drama and retelling of the story and ‘Home’, 
by Carson Ellis. We will use this as a stimulus for non-fiction writing about how homes 
have changed over time and are different around the world.   
 
Children will carry on receiving daily phonics sessions, as well as DSR. We hope these 
new books which link up to our Jolly Phonics scheme will ensure children’s home 
readers are more enjoyable for them to read. We also hope you will continue using Bug 
Club! Please let us know if you need any help with logging in, or you have read all the 
books on your level. 
 
Our Maths focus this half-term will be on addition within 20. We will be learning to add 
by counting on, learning our number bonds to 20 and to add by making 10. We will then 



move on to subtraction within 20, including crossing 10. We will finish the term by 
learning about place value within 50. We will learn one more and one less, compare 
objects within 50, and compare numbers within 50 
 
Our History topic is ‘Homes through time’.  We will be learning all about how homes 
have changed over time. We are learning about different types of homes and talking 
about where we live and the materials our homes are made from. We will learn about 
homes over time, from the medieval period up to the present and how they have 
changed and make a timeline. We will then focus in on the Victorian home, looking at 
what the main similarities and differences are and sorting objects from the present and 
Victorian times.  
 
In Science, our topic will be ‘Everyday materials’. We will be learning to identify and 
name a variety of materials including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock. We 
will learn to distinguish between an object and the material it is made from, and 
describe the properties of different materials. We will think about why materials are 
used for specific things and do an experiment finding the most waterproof material for 
an umbrella.  
 
In Music, we are matching pieces of music to stories and then composing our own piece 
of music which we will perform. We are then looking at patterns in music, including 
learning how to create beat tapping patterns to match different animals.  
 
In PE we are focussing on dance. We will be learning to sequence a series of movements 
and work in a group to create a dance performance inspired by penguins.  
 
Finally, our “big question” in Religious Education this term is: What does it mean to be 

Muslim? In this unit, we will be learning all about Islam.  
 
 

Best wishes, 
 

The year one team 


