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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope you and the children had a restful winter break. It has been great to see the 
children come back into school revitalised and looking so smart this week. We are 
looking forward to continuing our learning together over the half term.  
 
The following is an overview of what your child will be taught in the first half of the 
Spring term, as well as general timetabling information.  
 
In English, we are focusing on non-fiction writing through autobiographical and 
biographical texts.  We will be learning all about the life of Harriet Tubman and Nelson 
Mandela to support our writing and topic work. We will also be focusing on key 
grammar and punctuation skills. Spelling for the half term and our project has been sent 
out this week. We will have a spelling test every Friday. This term, spelling tests will 
take the form of a dictation, with the key word included in a sentence. 
 
We will be continuing our Reading program: Destination Reader.  We would like you to 
discuss the key skills of reading with your children (predicting, making connections, 
asking questions, evaluating, inferring, summarising and clarifying).  This term, we will 
also learn how to apply appropriate strategies, when answering different question 
types. In our lessons, we will be reading Journey to Jo’burg by Beverley Naidoo. 
 
Our Maths focus this half-term will include:  fractions, decimals and percentages (in that 
order), algebra and word problems. As always, we would like you to continue practicing 
children’s ability to mentally calculate at home and we will do the same in class. We will 
also be taking part in several math investigations. We will have an arithmetic test every 
Thursday. 
 
To help prepare for SATs we will be doing additional booster sessions in the afternoons 
in Maths and Grammar. We will also be starting our after-school booster sessions this 
half term, and we would really appreciate your support if your child has been invited to 
join one of these valuable sessions with Nina. 
 
Our History topic will be Nelson Mandela. We will be learning about who he was, his 
impact and the importance of standing up for what is right in the face of injustice. This 
all links with our big question for this term which is, “Can One Person Change the 
World?” 



 
In Art & DT, we will explore and evaluate the work of Banksy and other Protest and 
Street Artists. Children will have the opportunity to design and create their own satirical 
artwork, culminating in a stencil project. We will also be discussing and answering the 
question, is graffiti art? 

 
Our “big question” in Religion this term is What Does it Mean to be a Buddhist? Which 
will cover life in a sangha the life of the Buddha and the noble truths. We will be 
exploring symbolism in the Buddhist faith and the Buddhist teachings of the Eight-Fold 
Path. We will also explore the questions: what do Buddhists believe the meaning of life 
is? What do Buddhists believe will happen to a person when they die? 
 
Physical Education will be on Wednesday.  This term, our topic is gymnastics. Sessions 
will be inside on gym mats and other apparatus please make sure your child is 
appropriately dressed. The PE sessions will continue to be led by Anna who is the lead 
member of staff for PE at St Luke’s. 
 
In French this half-term, Year 6 will be learning through the French language about 
South Africa, Nelson Mandela and apartheid.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Miss Williams, Miss Lukwesa, Nina and Kabita. 
 
The Year 6 Teaching Team  


