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Dear parents and carers,
As we come to the end of another unusual and challenging half term, I would like to begin by thanking you once again for your
ongoing support during this time. I hope that you manage to have some much-deserved rest over the week’s holiday period, and
can enjoy this time, albeit on a smaller scale than previous holidays.
You will no doubt be aware that the provision in schools for at least the first two weeks after half term will remain the same as it
is currently. The government have said that they hope that schools will be able to reopen to more children from the 8 th March.
What we don’t yet know is what this might look like and the approach that will be taken. We are hoping for further clarity on the
22nd February, when the government will publish its ‘roadmap’ for easing lockdown measures, and schools have been told they
will receive two week’s notice of any changes. I would like to reassure you that as soon as any announcement is made that we will
be in contact with you about school arrangements.
Value of the week
Every Friday afternoon is a real highlight for me, when I lead the celebration collective worship. This week our value has been
courage, and it is a true delight to hear teachers sharing how children have demonstrated this over the course of this week. A
big well done to all the children nominated!
Nursery

Anthony Marachenko

Reception Apple

Florence Horn

Reception Peach

Evelyn Millbourne

Beech

Taylor Chan and Cerys Warner

Maple

Uthara Sumesh

Birch

Arlee Nadeem

Ash

Lachlan Sawang and Jade Oliver

Lemon

Alex Lee

Oak

Oliva Gusman-Lewis and Ellynn Bidenko Kantorik

Aspen

Quinten Cochrane

Spruce

Ariel Sze Chan

Palm

Persia Morley Matthews

Cherry

Zakariya Hasanath-Taher

Willow

Ismail Haque

Cypress

Siennah Henry

You will also find another interview attached to the end of this newsletter by our ever-professional School Councillors! This week
it was the turn of Ms. Williams, one of our year 6 teachers.
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Reading
This is a reminder of the message that was given out in last week’s newsletter about eBooks. For pupils in Years 4 - 6 we have now
got access to the Tower Hamlets Schools Library Services eBooks. You log in through this link https://towerhamletssls.wheelers.co/ and then enter your log in details. Your child's log in will be shared with them by their class teacher.
From there you can browse for books to borrow and even search by your Accelerated Reader level. There is a wide range of
books, so please ensure your child is borrowing a book appropriate for their age and reading ability. If you have any questions
about this please feel free to get in touch with Miss Sheppard on amelia.sheppard@st-lukes.towerhamlets.sch.uk.
Another big well done to the following children in Key Stage 1 for their most impressive participation in Bug Club this week!

Acceptable Use Policy
This is another reminder from last week’s newsletter for parents to please sign these and return them to the school, via email, as
soon as possible. Thank you to those parents who have already done so.
In order to make this manageable, please could all AUPs be sent through to the home learning email address at homelearning@st-lukes.towerhamlets.sch.uk
It would also be helpful in managing the volume of emails, if you could please write in the subject heading: AUP, child’s name and
class.
Microsoft Teams
Firstly, please kindly note that there will be no work uploaded next week during half term, and teachers will not be available for
contact.
During the first two weeks back after half term, teachers will be meeting with different leaders across the school to work together
on important curriculum planning. As would be practice in school under normal circumstances, some of these meetings will take
place during the afternoon. Therefore, for short periods of time on some days, class teachers may not be on class Teams. However, members of support staff will still be available and the usual timetable of work for the day will still run. Teachers will inform
pupils if they will be offline for a short period of time.
Finally, please can I kindly request that if parents have questions or wish to speak to the class teacher, to please request a telephone call or to send an email. This is simply to make the chat function more manageable for staff who, as I am sure you can appreciate, are answering many questions from the children to support them in their learning. Thank you for your cooperation with
this.
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Coronavirus
This is another reminder about the contract tracing procedures over half term, which is the same as over the Christmas holidays,
where schools were expected to assist with contact tracing of positive cases where symptoms developed within 48 hours of being
in school. The same requirements and procedures will be in place for the upcoming February half term, which begins on Monday
15th February. This will allow enough time for positive coronavirus cases to be identified and confirmed by a test and for relevant
contacts in the education setting to be traced.
The procedures are as follows:


Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus, having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being
in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by
NHS Test and Trace.



For the first six days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising
self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. For our school the arrangements are as follows:



Parents are asked to contact Rebecca Abrahams on her mobile phone (07932 995213) at any time until 4pm. The final day
of contact tracing is Thursday 18th February. All other parents and staff who need to be informed of a positive case which
could impact them, will be informed by text message from the school.

School Streets
You may recall that the local authority are undertaking a borough-wide project to pedestrian safety on roads by schools. This initiative is called School Streets. All residents nearby will have been informed and consulted on the plans. The local authority have
been in contact to inform us that works will be starting from Monday 15th February. I have attached two letters from them for
your reference, but please be aware that this could impact dropping off and collecting your child if you travel to school by car.
Please take the time to read the letters attached for details. Please note that any queries about this project should go straight to
the School Streets team rather than the school, as they are fully responsible for overseeing the work done.
Attachments
Please see attached an information leaflet from the Tower Hamlets Families Matter team with some ideas for half term fun activities.
There are also some guides attached , which were sent to us by a charity organisation, on managing screen time during this time
to support our physical and mental health as we all often spend such prolonged periods of time indoors, sat down and on a
screen.
Finally, the CBBC team have been in contact with schools to ask us to let parents know about their new You Tube channel, which
you can subscribe to. They are uploading videos to it daily that are suitable for 5-11 year olds. They have all the top CBBC brands
on here, with a wide range of genres from factual shows, news, dramas, comedy to entertainment. Programmes like Horrible Histories, Blue Peter, Newsround, The Next Step, Saturday Mash-Up, Operation Ouch, the Playlist, the Dumping Ground, Heirs of the
Night and Jamie Johnson. We are also welcoming back Dani Harmer in the new programme My Mum Tracy Beaker. Please go to
www.youtube.com/cbbc to subscribe for free if you are interested.
Have a wonderful half term. With best wishes,
Cristina King
Head of School
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In Nursery this week For courage, our nomination is to Anthony Marchenko who has shown lots of confidence and courage in his home learning. Anthony bravely venutred into the woods with his family to
make a house for the Three Little Pigs and he showed lots of courage and confidence when singing Humpty Dumpty to a big audience of his friends on Zoom this week. A very big well done Anthony for all of
your home learning!
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In Reception, we read The Treasure of Pirate Frank during our morning zoom session. The extra challenge
was to create your own pirate map. Hero made this beautiful treasure map and labelled all the areas in
it!
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In year 1 this week we were reading ‘Home’ by Carson Ellis. We were thinking about our homes and our
favourite rooms. Great writing Year 1!

Anvay Beech class

Matas Beech class

Wesley Maple class

Bertie Maple class

Newsletter
12th February 2021

Newsletter
12th February 2021

In Year 2 this week we have been reading the myth of Pandora’s Box. We have been making predictions
about what might be inside the box, including adjectives and conjunctions. Here are some fantastic examples:

This is Stanley Dalwood’s work.

Torsten Kruger

Charlotte Smith
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Year 3 have been busy putting their poetry skills to use in writing some wintery poems about animals in
the snow, they have been identifying and using alliteration, repetition, rhythm, rhyme and similes. We
hope you enjoy reading some examples of our poetry!
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This is work from Adi, Aria, Max and George in Year 4. They have been creating their own goblins and this
is the planning they did before writing their own reports on them.
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Year 5 are reading Street child. This week we have been exploring how the author has used metaphors to
introduce new characters. The children have been sharpening their inference skills and creating questions
around our latest character - Shrimp. Eloise has really supported her answers using evidence and
quotes from the book. She has also continued to maintain good cursive handwriting practice.

Newsletter
12th February 2021

Also from year 5, this is Samyath’s poem. His task was to write a list poem as a Victorian street child escaping the workhouse.
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In Year 6 we have been writing biographies; the children were given the opportunity to choose a person
who has inspired them as the topic for their writing. I am sure you will all agree that the final part of
Hunter Marfo's biography on Chadwick Boseman is absolutely astounding and inspiring!
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Finally, and also in year 6, we have been exploring extraordinary people that have impacted the
world. Maliha chose to conduct her own research on Marie Curie and spent the week writing a biographical recount about her life.

MARIE CURIE
Early life:
Marie Curie grew up in Warsaw, Poland where she was born on November 7,
1867. Her birth name was Maria Sklodowska, but her family called her
Manya. Her parents were both teachers. Her dad taught math and physics
and her mom was headmistress at a girl's school. Marie had 4 siblings
(Bronisława Dłuska, Zofia Skłodowska, Józef Skłodowski, Helena Skłodowska). Her parents' names are Władysław Skłodowski, Bronisława Skłodowska. In 1891, she went to Paris to study physics and mathematics at the
Sorbonne where she met Pierre Curie, professor of the School of Physics.
... The Curies, along with Becquerel, were awarded the Nobel Prize for
Physics in 1903.
Life as a scientist:
In 1898, the Curies published strong evidence supporting the existence of
the new element – which they called radium – but they still had no sample of
it. In 1902 Marie eventually isolated radium (as radium chloride), determining its atomic weight as 225.93. The journey to the discovery had been long
and arduous. Curie ardently wooed Marie and made several marriage proposals. They were finally married in 1895 and began their famous partnership. In 1898 they discovered polonium and radium. The Curies and scientist
Henri Becquerel won a Nobel Prize for Physics in 1903 for discovering radioactivity. Working with her husband, Pierre Curie, Marie Curie discovered
polonium and radium in 1898. In 1903 they won the Nobel Prize for Physics
for discovering radioactivity. In 1911 she won the Nobel Prize for Chemistry for isolating pure radium. Marie Curie is remembered for her discovery
of radium and polonium, and her huge contribution to finding treatments for
cancer and from today people still use the treatments for cancer.
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Achievements and Challenges:
In 1910, about four years after her husband, Pierre, had died in a road
accident, the 43-year-old widow embarked on a highly charged love affair
with Paul Langevin, a scientist five years her junior. Two obstacles stood in
Marie's way. Her father had too little money to support her ambition to go
to university. Higher education was not available for girls in Poland. Sadly,
she had to leave her home country Poland and go to France but Marie became a successful scientist.
Conclusion:
Not surprisingly, Marie Curie broke new ground for women in science, she
was, for example, the first woman to receive a Doctor of Science degree in
France. The first woman to win Nobel Prize. The first woman to lecture at
the Sorbonne. The first person to win two Nobel Prize and the first Nobel
Laureate whose child also won a Nobel Prize. Marie Curie is remembered for
her discovery of radium and polonium, and her huge contribution to finding
treatments for cancer. Here are some Quotes she said ‘Nothing in life is to
be feared, it is only to be understood’. ‘Now is the time to understand
more, so that we may fear less. Be less curious about people and more curious about ideas. One never notices what has been done; one can only see
what remains to be done’. Marie Curie never gave up on her dreams to be a
scientise and from today on people still use her inventions like the treatments for cancer and other cool inventions. In summary, she really was a
legend.
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Questions for Miss Williams from our school councillors

How is it being a Year 6 teacher?
Answer: I love being a year six teacher, when I talked to Miss Abrahams and Miss King, I told them I liked being a year six teacher. I just really like the challenge and helping you all go off to secondary, knowing that I did
a decent job teaching you all.
Did you start off as a teacher for younger children, or did you start off with another kind of job?
Answer: So, before I was a teacher, I did different kinds of jobs, I did a job in finance, I didn’t quite like working
in an office though, I liked working with people.
What did you want to be when you were younger?
Answer: I think for a very long time I wasn’t sure so I didn’t rush to pick. When I was younger, I wanted to work
in museums or galleries as I liked art and history, I learnt history of arts at university then changed my mind
went travelling then in my early 20s I realised I wanted to work with people so became a teacher.
What has it been like teaching in other countries?
Answer: I loved teaching in other countries as a person it made me better. I taught in Dubai at a girl only
school who spoke English as their 2nd language and they were all Muslims so I found out about their culture. I
missed teaching boys there though. In Australia I taught other year groups. I liked teaching Reception as it was
a new challenge.
What is your favourite food?
Answer: I would say my favourite food is pizza. I am aware that it’s not very healthy. I am a vegetarian and
vegetable pizza is very good.
What is your favourite joke?
Answer: One that I always remember is: What do you call cheese that isn't yours?
Nacho Cheese!

